
Eco Explorers Bike Camp

To learn more, contact the
Community Cycling Center at
503-288-8864. Online:
www.communitycyclingcenter.org

Day camp teaches bike skills alongside
eco-friendly field trips
by Jennifer Willis, special to The Oregonian

Thursday June 04, 2009, 11:00 AM

Want your kid to have two-wheeled fun this summer while learning about the
environment?

Eco Explorers, a pilot program offered by the Bicycle Transportation Alliance
and the Community Cycling Center, encourages middle school-age students
to develop bike-safety skills while going on eco-friendly field trips.

"In an urban environment like Portland, there's all these really neat sites for
students of environmental education to check out that are very much within
biking distance," says Stephanie Noll, BTA programs manager. "It's a lot
easier to be tuned into your natural environment when you're not inside of a
vehicle."

Under the tutelage of BTA's Joel Holly and the Cycling Center's Kim Whitney,
Eco Explorers will bike about 15 to 20 miles each day to destinations like the
Mount Tabor reservoirs, Leach Botanical Garden, St. Johns Landfill, a
Portland community garden, Zenger Farm, the Columbia Boulevard
Wastewater Treatment Plant and Johnson Creek natural areas.

"Environmental education and
bicycle education are pretty
interwoven," Whitney says. "By
bringing these two together, kids will
be able to see the greater impact that
biking can have on their environment
and what other things go into
creating a healthy environment."

Students entering sixth, seventh or
eighth grade this fall have two opportunities to participate: One camp runs
July 20-24 out of Marshall High School in Southeast; the other operates July
27-31 from Faubion Elementary School in Northeast. Each weeklong camp
runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily and can take up to 15 students.

Kids can use bikes from the BTA fleet or ride their own. Lunches are provided
through the SUN Community Schools program, and Eco Explorer students
will receive new bike helmets to keep.

At $250 for the week, the Eco Explorers Bike Camp is competitive with other
summer day camps for Portland youths -- and there are eight full
scholarships available for each camp. No additional insurance is required, but
parents must sign waivers.

One of the students joining in will be Elena Cissell, who will be an eighth-
grader at Da Vinci Arts Middle School. She learned bike repair at a CCC camp
last year and says she's looking forward to Eco Explorers.

"I hope I can find more eco-friendly places in Portland," she says.

Elena's family is already pretty green, with a compost pile and energy-
efficient light bulbs, but she's not sure if what she learns in camp will
translate to her family.

"It depends on what I learn and how much I blab about it at home," she says.

"I think if Elena really believes in everything she learns, it will be really hard
for the rest of the family not to participate," her mother, Laura Steagall-
Cissell, says with a laugh.

Organizers hope the kids will end the week as empowered and safe road users
who understand what their community is doing to contribute to positive
environmental change.
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